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[Hunoonawama kocmeHypka

Herman's Tortoise

KpecHeHckuam npoaoM ce Hamupa B HJ203anagHa
Boacapus u e Macmo, ¢ koemo cmpaHama Hu ce 20pgee
mbkMo 3apagu bozamomo buono2uyHO pa3Hoobpa3ue,
yHukaaHo 3a EBpona. Lleama Hu bewe ga nognomozHem
3acmpaweHu BugoBe, Bce owle npuckcmBawu mam
kamo cyxo3emMHume kocmeHypku, ckanHus opea u Bobaka,
HO U me3u, koumo noYmu u3ye3Haxa nNpeg oyume Hu
kamo eaunemckus aewosig. Wckaxme ga BbpHem eguH
HanbAHO u34ye3Har Bug npe3 70me 20guHu Ha XX Bek
- beno2naBus Aewosig u ga npuBaeyeM B nporoma
gpyau makuBa kamo kapmana (4epeH Aewosig) U
gaaMamuHckus cokoa.

KpecHeHckusim npoAom

Kresna Gorge

KpecHeHckusim npoAom

Kresna Gorge

Kresna Gorge along the Struma River is situated in
south-west Bulgaria between Pirin and Maleshevska
mountain ranges. The area is very rich in biodiversity,
as there are about 147 breeding bird species. The
project targets conservation of still well-presented two
tortoise species, golden eagle and the wolf, but also the
Egyptian vulture that has disappeared from Struma
valley in 2003. Reintroduction of locally extinct species
such as the griffon vulture was the main aim of the
project. Furthermore, we set our goal to make Kresna
Gorge a “stepping stone” and attractive vulture safe area
vultures on passage. Here is also one of the few places
in Bulgaria where the lanner falcon is present.
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NATURA 2000

Maag beno2naB newosig u 2apBaH

Young Griffon Vulture and a Raven

beano2raBume Aewofgu

3a 6 20guHU BHecoxMe om McnaHus u PpaHyus
noBeue om 60 6eno2naBu Aewosgu (noBeyemo
MAagexku). Aganmupaxme 2u B kaemka u au
nyckaxme, Hskou c npegaBameau, koumo Hu
noka3Baxa gBuwkeHusma um. Te chopMupaxa
konoHus Ha ckaaume 8 npoaoma. Mpe3 2015 - 2016
4acm om NMuUUme ,nopacHaxa“ U 3anoyHaxa ga
ce pagmMHokaBam. bsxa obpa3yBaHu 6-8 gBoulku,
om msix gBe cHecoxa Aliua. YenewHo ce u3atonuxa
g8e Manku u ycnsixa ga oueaesim u uzaemsam. Te3u
pe3yamamu Hu gaBam ocHoBaHue ga npuemem,
ye Bugbm e ycnewHo Bv3cmaHoBeH B patoHa.

lpyna beno2naBu Aewosigu

A group of Griffon Vultures

Griffon vultures

Since 2009 there have been imported more
than 60 Griffon Vultures from Spain and France
to Kresna Gorge. Being juvenile the vultures have
stayed in the acclimatization aviary for a certain
period, lately they were released. Twelve of them
have been tagged with GPS/GSM transmitters. As
a result a colony was established on Kresna Gorge
cliffs. In 2015-2016 the birds got mature and 6-8
pairs were formed. Two chicks were fledged. The
results show the success of the project and put
Griffon Vulture in the group of “breeding species”
for the region.



BenoznaBume Aewosigu ca MH020 coyuaAHU Manko Ha benoz2naB rewosig B 2He3gomo

The Griffon Vultures are social animals A chick of Griffon Vulture in the nest

Moymu Bwv3pacmeH beno2naB Aewosg
Subadult Griffon Vulture

OcBoboxkgaBaHe Ha bero2naB Aewosig [pyna beno2naBu Aewosig B nonem Ha ¢oHa Ha MupuH

Release of a Griffon Vulture A group of Griffon Vultures in flight with Pirin Mts on the background
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Benoz2naBu Aewosigu - 2ocmu om Cmapa nAaHuHa ( XkeAma

Mapka) u om Copbus (4epBeHa kpuaomemka).

Griffon Vultures - guests - the one with the yellow

wing-tag is from Balkan Mountain, and the one with the red

wing-tag is from Serbia.

HanpaBuxme naowagka 3a nogxpaHBaHe Ha
ABWOAgHU Nmuuu go ceAo PakumHa, kbgemo
u3Bo3Bame ympeau kuBomHu om depmume B
palioHa, be3naamHo 33 max. 3a cpaBHeHue, ako
mpsbBa ga 3az2pobu uau 3anaamu u3Bo3BaHemo
Ha egHa kpaBa uau koH c ekapucaxkHa koaa, mo
moBa we cmpyBa Ha >kuBomHoBbga Mexkgy 20
u 40 AB, 6e3 ga ce kankyaupa mexHus mpyg u
HeygobcmBo, kakmo u 6e3 ga ce gepku cmemka
3a 6e3cMUCAeHOMO  MpaHCcNnopmupaHe  Ha
mpynoBeme Ha »kuBomHume go ekepucaxka Bv8
BapHa (Ha 500 km om KpecHeHckusi npoAoMm)
caMo 3a ga bvgam u320peHU. 3a nem 20QUHU
ekunume Ha PAPP ca cvbpasu u uzHecAu om
depmume Hag 150 moHa MbpWwa u ca cnecmuAu
Ha MecmHume >uBomHoBbgu MHO20 mMpyg
u cpegcmBa. ,PecmopaHnmum® 3a Aewosgu e
3azpageH u koHmpoAupaH om BemepuHapHume
Bracmu. Aewosigume ce XpaHam Camo C Mbpula.
Te He ybuBam >uBomHu. Ha naowagkama
3a nogxpaHBaHe pegoBHo ce xpaHam ckaAHu,
mopcku u uapcku opau, kakmo u mMexkgy 40 u 130
Beao2naBu  Aewosgu, NOCMOSHHO U BpeMeHHO
npuckcmBawu B paloHa. Yecmo 2ocmyBam
newosgu om  Cepbus, MakegoHus, [epuus,
XovpBamus, /3paen u gpyau yacmu Ha bwa2apus.

M3HacsHe Ha xpaHa 3a Aewosigume B gbaBok cHs2 npe3 3uMama.

Bringing food for vultures in deep snow in winter

YepeH newlosig u beao2naB Aewosig Ha naowagkama 3a
nogxpaHBaHe B KpecHeHckusi npoAoM

Eurasian Black Vulture and a Griffon Vulture at the
feeding site in Kresna Gorge

Our team has built of second feeding site in
order to ensure safe food for local colony and the
increasing number of incoming on passage vultures
and eagles. For five years we have gathered and
transported over 150 tons of carcasses from local
farms to “vultures’ restaurants”, free of charge
for farmers. Comparing the same service provided
by Varna equarisage, the only one responsible to
collect the carcasses from South Bulgaria and 500
km far away from the Gorge, we found out a cost
of 10 to 20 EUR per dead animal paid from the
farmer and a huge carbon footprint left. It means
the ecosystem price of vultures is sufficient. The
vultures’ feeding site was safeguard and is being
under strict veterinarian control. It is a preferable
place for 40-130 Griffon vultures (local and on
passage), Golden Eagles, Imperial and Steppe
Eagles, Red and Black kites, White-tailed Eagles,
etc.



Maag uapcku opea Ha naowagkama 3a nogxpaHBaHe Ha Aewiosigu B CkaneH opea Ha naowagkama 3a nogxpaHBaHe Ha Aewosgu 8

KpecHeHckusi npoAoM KpecHeHckust nporom
An young Imperial Eagle at the vulture restaurant in Kresna Gorge. A Golden Eagle at the vulture restaurant in Kresna Gorge.
[pyna beno2naBu Aewosgu Ha naowagkama 3a nogxpaHBate B lporoma A group of Griffon Vultures at the vulture restaurant in Kresna Gorge
MpaBuaHomo genoHupaHe Ha mpynoBeme Ha ympeAu Ympeaume ceackocmonaHcku ckuBomHu ca mpaguuuoHeH
goMawHU »kuBomHu e npobaem 3a depmepume. u3moyHUK Ha XpaHa 3a Aewlosgume, cmu2a ga ca UM gocmbNHU.
The proper depositing of livestock carcass is a challenge for The dead livetsock corpses are traditional source of food for

farmers the vultures, as far as they are accessible.



»KuBom 3a KpecHeHckusi nporoM
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lpyna Beno2naBu newosig 8 nonem Ha ¢oHa Ha MupuH

Ip of Griffon Vultures in flight with Pirin Mts on the

A gro
ackground
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NATURA 2000

MNanopama om HauuoHaneH napk ,Mupur®, kbgemo remyBam bero2raBume Aewosigu om KpecHeHckusi npoAoM.

A landscape of Pirin National Park, where the Griffon Vultures from Kresna Gorge are summering.

Aewosigume B MupuH

Om2015Hacam2pynamaom beac2AaBu Aewiosgu
8 lporomMa Muzpupa npe3 20pewlomo Asmo B
HauuoHaneH napk ,Mupun”. BeaukorenHume
2/egku Ha BeauyecmBeHu BbpxoBe, guBu ko3u,
nacswu cmaga U peeuiu Aewosigu He ocmaBam
He3abeAs3aHU om XuAasgume mypucmu, Hskou
om koumo Hu ce obakgam u nuwam. [lpe3
AeMHUMe mpu-4emupu Meceua Aewlosigume om
KpecHeHckusi npoAoM cu Hamupam caMu XpaHa
868 BuconaaHuHckume yacmu Ha MupuH u Puna,
kamo yHuwoxkaBam mpynoBeme Ha >kuBomHu
3a2UHaAUu nNo nacuwama u koumo ocmaBam
HegocmbnNHU, 33 ga 6bgam 3a2pobeHu uAu
YHUW,OKEHU NO gpy2 HaYUH.

Vultures in Pirin
mountain

Since 2015 the new Kresna Gorge Griffon
Vulture colony has spent three-four months
summer period high in Pirin Mountain. Hundreds
of calls arrived to our office from tourists who
have observed vultures soaring, feeding or
perching around. The splendid landscape of
Pirin Nationl Park is now enriched with the huge
dark silhouettes flying across. Surprisingly, the
transhumant cattle and sheep herds, which have
been moved to Pirin National Park, succeeded to
feed the vulture’s group without supplementary
feeding. Independent survival of vultures for such
a long period is a great success.

AuBu ko3u 8 HauuoHaneH napk ,Mupur®. TpynoBeme Ha ympeau guBu »uBomHu cbuio ca Baken u3moyHuk Ha xpaHa 3a
Aewosigume, HO NOHACMOsUWEeM ca MaAko 3a ga Mozam ga 0Cu2ypsim gocmambyHO XpaHa, gopu 3a egHa gBoika

Chamois in Pirin National Park. The carcasses of dead wild animals are an important food source for vultures. However, recently
their number is too small to support even a pair of vultures.



Beno2naB Aewosig B norem Hag aanuiickama yacm Ha MupuH. Cneg cpegama Ha loHu, go kpast Ha cenmemBpu, BenoznaBume
AeWOAQU Ce XxpaHsm no BucokonaaHuHckume nacuwia Ha MupuH, kamo
noyucmBam om mpynoBeme Ha ympeAu xuBomHu.

From the middle of June, up to the end of September, the Griffon
BucokonaaHukcko xXuBomHoBbgemBo B MupuH npe3 asmomo (0Bue) Vultures are feeding on dead livestock corpses in the high-mountain

pastures of Pirin National Park.

A Griffon Vulture in flight over the treeless zone of Pirin Mountains.

High-mountianous livestock breeding in Pirin National Park during the summer (cattle)

AuBu ko3u 8 HauuoHaneH napk ,Mupun* BucokonaaHuHcko »uBomHoBvgcmBo 8 MupuH npe3 Aamomo (208ega).

Chamois in Pirin National Park High-mountianous livestcok breeding in Pirin National Park during the summer (cattle).



Bb3pacmeH eaunemcku Aewosig Ha naowagkama 3a
nogxpaHBaHe B KpecHeHckusi npoAoM.

MoAoBo He3psia e2unemcku Aewosig B KpecHeHckusi npoAoM.

An immature Egyptian Vulture in Kresna Gorge.
An adult Egyptian Vulture at the vulture restaurant in Kresna

LIFE for Kresna Gorge
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NATURA 2000

Gorge.

Eaunemcku Aewosg

Mpe3 2006 eguH Bug nmuua u3ye3Ha npeg
oqume Hu. Eaunemckusm aewosg 2He3gewe 8
paloHa Ha ceno MauHgeHuu (kpal CmpymsiHu).
Om 2000 2o0guHa goceza Bugbm Hamars om 65
Ha 29 gBouku B8 Buacapus. MMpe3 2015 u 2016
3anoyHaxa u 3a4yecmuxa HoBu nosBu Ha me3u
nmuuu Ha naowagkama 3a nogxpaHBaHe kpal
ceno PakumHa. Mexkgy 6 u 9 pazauyHu nmuuu
ca NocemuAu ,pecmopaHma’ npe3 nocAegHUMe
20guHU. VIMa cBugemeacmBa, ye Bugbm Beye
Moke omHoBo ga 2He3gu B8 H0203anagHa bvazapus
uau ckopo moBa ge ce cayyu.

Egyptian vulture

After some eight years of missing, in August
2015 two Egyptian vultures are visiting
frequently the feeding site in Kresna Gorge,
despite the negative national population’s trend
from 65 pairs in 2000 to 29 nowadays. They are
definitely attracted by the new-formed Griffon
Vulture colony in Kresna Gorge and the feeding
site project. There are 6 to 9 different Egyptian
Vultures that have been identified on the feeding
site. Hopefully, there are recent indicators for
restored nesting pair for Southwestern Bulgaria.

MoAoBo He3psia e2unemcku Aewosg Ha naowagkama 8 KpecHeHckusi npoAoM.

An immature Egyptian Vulture at the vulture restaurant in Kresna Gorge.



YepeH Aewiosig - nopmpem.

A Black Vulture - a portrait.

YepeH Aewonq

Kapmaanbm (4epHuam Aewosg) e u3ye3Han kamo
2He3gaw, Bug 3a cmaHama Hu. Habau3o Bce owle 20 umMa
B8 2pbukama yacm Ha V3moyHu Pogonu u Ha Kpumckus
noayocmpoB. pe3 2013 3a nvpBu nbm HU nocemu
egHa nmuua, 2014- gBe, a npe3 2015 u 2016- nem
pa3AudHU kapmaaa bsixa CHUMaHu Ha naowiagkama 3a
nogxpaHBaHe. ToBa e cregBaw,usm Bug, koimo PAPP u
3eneHu bankaHu wie ce onumam ga BbpHam B8 bovazapus
npe3 2018-2023 20g. KpecHeHckusim npoAoM e egHO om
mecmama, kbgemo ce npoyyBam Bv3mMokHocmMume
32 moBa u ako ycroBusma, ekoAo2uuHU U COUUAAHO-
ukoHomuyecku  no3BoasBam, Bugbm we 6bge
Bb3cmaHoBeH, ype3 ocBobokgaBaHe Ha nmuuu, kakmo
moBa ce cAyyu ¢ beroanaBusi Aewlosg.

Mnag yepeH Aewiosig

An young Eurasian Black Vulture.

Black Vulture

At the same time FWFF team in Kresna Gorge is
observing Black vultures near the feeding sites as
follows- in 2013- 1 bird, 2014- 2 birds and in 2015 and
2016- five Black Vultures have spent 2 months all in all
in the area. Most likely the vultures come from Greek
part of Eastern Rhodope Mountain. The Black Vulture
is the next locally extinct species to be reintroduced to
Bulgaria by FWFF and Green Balkans until 2023. Kresna
Gorge is one of the places of selection, where, if covers
the full criteria, about 15 vultures will be released like it
was done with the Griffon Vultures.

Maag uyepeH Aewosg B norem Hag naowagkama 3a nogxpaHBaHe 8 KpecHerckus nporom

An young Eurasian Black Vulture in flight over the vulture restaurant in Kresna Gorge



>
o
<
[=]
Q
c
=
=
e~
=3
=
Y]
o
o
o]
=8
&=
o]
[aa)
o
©
=

LIFE for Kresna Gorge

EneH nonamap 8 3azpakgeHuemo Ha PADPP 8 KpecHeHckus npoaom

Fallow deer in the sanctuary of FWFF in Kresna Gorge.

Bcuyku XuwHu nmuuu cmpagam om noYmu
egHU U CbWU 3anAaxu, Ho Hal-20nemMume ca
AUNCAMa Ha QoOCMambyHO QOCMbNHA XpaHa,
ompaBsHemo u mokoBume ygapu npu kauaHe Ha
Heobe3onaceHu eaekmpuyecku cnbAboBe.

Ako He u3zHacAme ympeaume >uBomHu, me
Hal-BeposimHo we 6bgam xBbpaeHu B 20pucmu
gepema, peku U nokpalHUHU Ha HaceAeHu
mMecma, kbgemo wie 3acmpawaBam 3gpaBemo
Ha xopama, 3ambpcsaBalku noyBama, Bogama,
nacuwiama u m.H., a u Hukoza HAMa ga b6bgam
HaMepeHu om nmuuume. B cvbwomo Bpeme
we nognoMazam HexkenaHomo pa3cenBaHe u
yBeauyaBaHemo Ha HazeMHU XuwHuuu, kamo
Be3cmonaHcmBeHume  kydema. AuBeybm nwuk,
e mBupge Maako (nocmosiHHO npecAegBaH
om bpakoHuepu) u He MoXke ga ocu2ypu HUMO
anmepHamuBHa xpaHa Ha BvAuume (u maka ga
HaManee mexHuUAm uHmepec kbM gobumuka),
owe no-Manko ga ocu2ypu xpaHumeAHa baza 3a
Aewosgume. 3amoBa 3anoyHaxMe uHuyuamuBa
3a pa3MHokaBaHe u nocaegBawo pa3cenBaHe
Ha eaeH Aonamap. CegemHagecem >kuBomHu
ca cobcmBeHocm Ha npoekma B8 3azpaxkgeHue
om 24 gekapa, kamo >kuBomHume Beue ce
pa3MHokaBam. 3a nyckaHemo um B8 npupogoma
Ha MpoAoMa we ce pa3yuma Ha obwama paboma
€ AoBHume gpykurku, koumo we ce 2pwkam 3a
Buga u 3a He208omo ycmouUyuBo pa3BwvkgaHe,
maka ye BuHazu ga uma npupacm B npupogama
U koHmpoAupaH omcmpea.

Obviously, all birds of prey suffer the same
major threats- lack of available food and habitat
loss, poisoning, electrocution and others.

Enormous amount of produced carcass from
the farms and villages is being thrown in the
bushy lower places near the villages, where cause
soil and water pollution and threatens men’s
health. On the other hand, this resource would
not be used from birds, because it is not available
for them. This also increases the number of stray
dogs. Poaching to wild ungulates still plays a
role to suppress well-being of wildlife and people
on Balkans. One of the main reasons is the
permanent conflict between livestock breeders
and predators. Meanwhile, wolf has “an excuse”
because of very low numbers of natural prey (wild
ungulates) due to wide spread poaching. FWFF
has started a new action for reintroduction of
Fallow deer. There are 17 breeding animals in the
enclosure in the village of Rakitna. Anyway the
initiative of releasing will rely very much on local
hunting groups and their willing for self-control
and maintenance of deer’s population in good
and rising condition.

Bopba 3a gomMuHauus mMexkgy Mbkku ereHu Aonamapu 8
3az2pakgeHuemo Ha PAPP B KpecHeHckus nponoM.

A fight for domination of two male Fallow deer in FWFF's

sanctuary in Kresna gorge.



0Bue ybumu om BbAuu. Mpu HanageHue npe3 Howma B kowapa
ce noAy4aBa no-20AaM bpod »kepmBu, omkokomo npu HanageHue Ha
nacuuwiemo.

MpegocmaBsHe Ha kyveHue Ha kuBomHoBbg 3a goomaaexkgaHe u
OXpaHa Ha cmagomo My.

Sheep killed by wolves. During night attack in the corral the number We provide guarding dog puppy at a livestcok breeder for his herd.
of victims is usually higher than such done on the pasture.

KoMneHcayuoHHa The Compensation
npocpama program

Bonpeku ye koMneHcauuoHHama npozpaMa 3a wemu The Compensation Program, once had been established
0m XUWHUUU Ha PAPP pabomu om 2003, Bce owe in 2003, was now concentrated in target region aiming
Ha Mecma uMa u3pa3eH koHdAaukm mexkgy Bwvaka u to closely monitoring and response to the predators’
kuBomHoBbgume. Cmomuuyu oBue u kyyema b6sxa attacks and to prevent illegal poisoning thus. There
pa3gageHu kamo komneHcauus Ha ¢epmepume, Ho were compensated hundreds of livestock breeders with
HanageHusma npogbikaBam, a Hue mpsabBawe ga donated sheep, goats, guarding dogs, insurance policies.
Cb3gageM MogeA 3a mgax, N0 kolmo ga cu onazsam At some places the predators’ attacks continued and
gobumbka, Ho U ga He ce mMbpcu peBaHwl om XuwiHUUUme, FWFF had to find alternative and demonstrate a better
0cobHO C ueHama Ha 3abpaHeHu cpegcmBa, kakBumo model for local farmers. Some changes in the prior
ca kanaHume, npumkume, bpakoHuepckusm omcmpea course of the project should have been done- changing
u ompoBume. lMocregHomo ocBeH cmpoz2o 3abpaHeHo, the husbandry practice in the model herds, from sheep to
e 0nacHo 3a xopa, goMawHu u ceackocmonaHcku cattle; re-introduce Fallow deer in the region, changing
kuBomHu, u Moxke ga ybue HaBegHwk gecemku nmuuu, the message to the farmers and advice some of them
koumo ce xpaHsm ¢ ompoBeHomo >kuBomHo. to change to cattle too; realizing the insufficient role of

guarding dogs for avoiding predators ‘attacks over the
livestock in certain target area, etc.

Bwak KoMneHcupaHe Ha Bb3pacmHa eHa , Yusmo eguHcmBeHa ko3a e buaa ybuma om xuwHuuU

Wolf Provision of a goat to an elder woman as compensation, whose only goat was killed by predators
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KpaBu om aBmoxmoHHama nopoga Pogoncko- kvcopozo 208ego.

Cows from the authochtonous breed - Rhodopean Short-horn cattle.

Cv3gagoxmMe cmago om  npuMumuBHama
nopoga Kvcopo2o pogoncko 208ego, koemo Beue
HabposiBa Hag 60 >kuBomHu. MHmepecHomo e,
4ye mMs e aganmupaHa kbM npeceyeHu mepeHu U
no-begHa nawa, kakmo u 4ye noBegeHuemo U
npegna3Ba om BbAYU HanageHus (pa3bupa ce, He
u3katoyumenro, Ho 8 nbmu noBeye om MogepHUMe
U yykgu nopogu). 3a moBa nomaza HelHusm
uHcmurkm (noymu kamo npu guBu >kuBomHu),
Huckomo U meaA0, 20AaMama  nogBuxkHocm,
nbpaaBocm u cypoBocm. Aopu nawyBalku camu,
me3u >kuBomHu ce cnpaBsm, a npu npegBoxkgaHe
om nacmup, *epmBume om BbAyu Mo2am ga
Bbgam cBegeHu go Hyaa. Omeaaexkgam ce MH020
no-AecHo Ha begHu nacuwa u u3uckBam no-
Manko dypak 3a u3xpaHBaHemo uM npe3 3umMama.
Pepmama Ha PAPP cayku 3a npumep U gpyau
(hepmepu B patoHa npemuHaBam uAu nposiBsBam
UHMepec ga npeMuHam om omaAexkgaHe Ha oBue
kbM mpaguuuoHHU nopogu kpaBu, 3a ga cnpam
3azybume cu om BvAyu amaku. Bce owe cmou
npobreMbm ¢ HamupaHe Ha makuBa >kuBomHu,
3aw,omo nopogama e psagka, @ PAPP naaHupa
ga u3noa3Ba cBoemo cmago kamo u3mouHuk Ha
HoBu cmaga B 6vgeue.

Therefore we had built a model cattle farm of
60 cows. The old existing one was renovated in
the village of Mechkul and a sheep herd formed.
Lately the husbandry was changed to cattle due
to wide depredation on sheep and goat. There
were attracted more farmers to shift to cattle
and prevent depredation, thus avoid the illegal
poisoning. But also our strategy was to persuade
them to obtain autochthonous cattle breed, the
best for extensive breeding and maintaining of
pastures around. Short-horn Rhodope Cattle is
a traditional breed, which is smaller, but very
adaptive to predator’s attack and has an instincts
to survive with wolf and on poorer mountainous
pastures. With some of them FWFF has been
cooperated. Supporting transhumance practice of
some farmers has continued.

Pogonckomo -kbcopozo 208ego e npumumuBHa u npucnocobeHa 3a nAaHUHcku mepeHu nopoga.

The Rhodopean Short-horn cattle is a primitive and very well addapted breed for mountain terrain.



Mep2aBo, nogBuxkHo u ¢ pa3Bumo cmagHo YyBcmBo, Pogonckomo- kbcopozo 208ego e no-mpygHa nasivka 3a Bbaka

Agile, mobile and with well-developed sense of herding, the Rhodopean Short-horn cattle is a difficult wolf prey.

Kapmura om KpecHeHckusi npoAoM - nacsiuiu 208ega u 6eao2aaBu Aewosigu

A scenary from Kresna Gorge - grazing cattle and Griffon Vultures

»uBomHume om Pogonckomo -kbcopo20 208ego ca gpebHu 8 cpaBHeHue ¢ gpy2ume nopogu 208ega, HO 3amoBa ca NogxogsauiU 3a NAAHUHCkU U no-begHu nacuwia.

The Rhodopean Short-horn cattle is smaller compared to other cattle, thus ideally suited to mountain terrains and poorer pastures.
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MoHmupaHe Ha nNpegna3umeAu 3a NMUUU Ha eaekmpuyecku

cmbABoBe

Mounting of perch discouragers of an electricity pylon.

3aegHo ¢ “YE3  Enekmpopa3npegeneHue”
EAA MoHmupaxme 62 npucmaBku Ha onacHu
cmbAboBe, BuHOBHU 33 cMbpmma Ha Aewlosgu
npu kauaHe. Te npegcmaBasiBam 2peberu, koumo
npeyam Ha nmuuume ga kauam Ha onacHama
yacm Ha cmbAba. Obe3onaceHu ca cmwbAboBe
nokpal ,pecmopaHma’“ 3a Aewosgu.

OceM ckaaHu Huwu B KpecHeHckusi noponom
BsAxa pajwupeHu U nogobpeHU 3a 2He3gawume
ABWOAgU OmM  aAnuHUCMU. MoHmupaxMe no
ckanume nem 3D naacmMacoBu Mogeau Ha
beno2naBu  Aewosigu, 32 ga  pecnekmupam
ckanHusi opea, kolmo nwvk ynopumo 20Hewe
Aewosagume U He 2u gonyckauwle ga 3a2He3gsm
Ha Hskou om ckaaume. Ce2a U opAume u
Aewosigume u3noA3Bam 3aegHo poroMa, kakmo
e buno gonpegu noBeue om noAoBuH Bek.

3a ga npuBaeyem Aewosgume B nogxogauiu

2He390Bu Mecma, MoHmupaxme Makemu.

To attract the vultures in their historical breeding
sites, we mounted dummies.

To3u 2pebeH npegomBpamsiBa kauaHemo Ha nmuuu
8 onacHa yacm om eaekmpuyeckusi cmbAb.

This comb discourages the large birds to perch on
the dangerous part of an electricty pylon.

Electrocution appeared to be one of the main
threats for the new-formed vulture colony. We
had to install perch discouragers on dangerous
pylons, which immediately has stopped
electrocution of vultures near the feeding site.
62 perch-discouragers were set by FWFF and CEZ
Electrodistribution Company.

Eight rock niches in Kresna Gorge were cleared of
overgrown vegetation and improved in purpose by
rock climbers for nesting of vultures. Also five 3D
dummy Griffon Vultures were mounted to certain
cliffs as to strategically avoid the competition
between Golden Eagle and Griffon Vultures. The
two species are now breeding successfully in
coexistence, well distributed along the Gorge as it
used to be for millennia prior to Griffon Vulture
local extinction some 50 years ago.

Yacm om ekuna u gobpoBoAuu Ha npoekma
no3upam ¢ Makemu Ha bero2naBu Aewosgu

A part of the team and volunteeers of the Project,
posing with dummies of Griffon Vultures



BenoznaB newosg 2He3gu 8 Lienmwbpa 3a pazmHoxkaBare Ha guBu »kuBomHu-ceao PakumHa

Griffon vulture breeding in the Wildlife Center Rakitna

LleHmbp 3a pa3MHoXkaBaHe Ha

guBu >kuBomHu -
ceno PakumHa

Llehmbp 3a pa3MHokaBaHe Ha guBu >kuBomHu-
ceno PakumHa beuwle cb3gageH 3a benoznaB Aewiosig u
cyxo3eMHu kocmeHypku c geBem kaemku u BemepuHapHa
ambynamopus. KocmeHypkume ca 8 nocmosiHeH puck om
3a2yba Ha MecmoobumaHue u bpakoHuepcmBo (cbbupam
2U He3akoHHO 3a goMawHu AlobuMuu u/uau xpaHa). Te
kuBesm no-gbr20 om yYoBeka, baBHU ca u ca AecHo
ynoBumu, koemo 2u npaBu ya38umu u 2u 3acmpawaBa
om u3ye3BaHe. Hue Mapkupaxme 60 kocmeHypku u
npocaegaBame npomeHume B8 yucaeHocmma Ha gBama
Buga. Om 2016 LUeHmwbpbm npuemMa koHduckyBaHu
kocmeHypku 3a kapaHmuHa u pexabuaumauusi npegu
noBmopHo nyckaHe, a mpalHo yBpegeHu uHguBugu
ce 3agbpkam 33 ga uM bbge oka3BaHa nomow, u ga
kuBesm B8 3awumeHa cpega, kbgemo Mo2am U ga
ce pazMHoxkaBam. lMpe3 2015 3a nbpBu Nnbm uMaxme
CHeceHo slue om 6eAaoenaBu  Aewosgu B8 kaemka
Ha Lenmbpa, koemo 3a cokaneHue He ce u3alonu,
cowomo ce noBmopu u npe3 2016, kamo nmuuume
noka3Bam Hanpegbk u BeposimHo ckopo wie npugobusim
goCMambyHO ONUM 3a ycnewmHo pa3mMHokaBaHe.

MpBomo stlue Ha beao2aaB rewosig

Griffon vulture egg laid in the Wildlife Center Rakitna

Wildlife Center Rakitna

Wildlife Center
Rakitna

Building of Wildlife Center in Rakitna on an area of
2,4 ha, which was purchased partly from FWFF and
the rest is a Municipal property. It was fenced so the
planned Tortoise Sanctuary and Captive breeding facility
for vultures of 9 aviaries and ambulatory, both took
place here. The entire complex is called Wildlife Center
in Rakitna. What is more, inside the fence the 17 Fallow
deer are grazing and breeding. FWFF team and biology
and ecology students have tagged and measured 60
Hermann and Greek tortoises in Kresna Gorge. We have
tracked the size, location, movement and the common
health of caught tortoises. The region is of the greatest
reptile- diversity in the country. The Wildlife Center will
be the first home for the confiscated tortoises from
Southwest Bulgaria.

In 2015 a Griffon Vulture pair laid the first egg in
an aviary, it was repeated in 2016, although later they
failed, due to birds’ youth and inexperience.

MonbbapHuk

Dove Cote

LleHmbpa 3a pa3MHokaBaHe Ha guBu skuBomHu-cero PakumHa
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OnumaxMe ce ga Cb3gageM ycAoBusi 3a MHO20
pegkusi 33 bwba2apus u EBpona gaamamuHcku
cokor. HanpaBuxme nocmbnku ga  ocu2ypum
noBeye xpaHa 3a cAegBawiume 20gUHU.

N3pabomuxme 100 kouwuuku 3a 2He3geHe Ha
yaBku u 2bAbO-xpasynap u npeBvpHaxme cmapa
cepaga go ¢depMama 3a kpaBu B8 2bAvbapHuk,
omkbgemo goMawHu/ckarHu 2bAbbU Ce XpaHsm
€ ocmaHanus dypaxk no crapa mpaguuyus.

3a nbpBu nbm B8 bvA2apus ce HanpaBu onum ga
bvge nokazaHa Bpw3kama mexkgy uzkycmBomo,
Haykama u ona3BaHemo Ha guBama npupoga.
Mpoekmbm Hu cbopaHu3upa koHkypc u u3nroxkba
.fondmMomo 3aBpbuwiaHe’. B Heeo ce Bkakouuxa
Hag 40 HayyHu ualocmpamopu c noBeve om
60 npou3BegeHus. M3nokbama Ha u3bpaHume
mBopbu ce paznoaoku B Pekmopama Ha
Codulickus YHuBepcumem 3a gBe cegmuuu, nocae
npogbAku  kamo nemyBawa.Ta  cbnbmcmBa
JepBama  HauuoHanHa  koHdepeHuus  no
peuHmpogykuus Ha koHcepBauyuoHHO 3HaYuUMu
BugoBe B8 bBvakapud“ op2aHu3upaHa om
Buonozuyeckusm pakyamem Ha CY ,,C8. KaumeHm
Oxpugcku®, ,®oHg 33 guBama ¢aopa u dayHa"
u ,3eneHu bankaHu®. Hayynama koHdepeHuus
npegcmaBu Hag 35 npe3eHmauuu U nocmepu
3a ycnexa u onumume ga ce BbpHam u3ye3HaAu
BugoBe >kuBomHu u pacmeHus B 6vba2apckama

npupoga.

Pekmopamsm Ha Codulickus YHuBepcumem
no Bpeme Ha ,[MbpBama HauuoHarHa koHdpepeHuus
no peunmpogykuusi Ha koHcepBauUOHHO 3HaYuMu
BugoBe B Borzapus®

Rectory’s bu+ilding of Sofia University during the
First National Conference

Lanner falcon is a very rare bird of prey for
Bulgaria. It was abserved only in Kresna Gorge.
About a hundred nesting boxes for Jackdaws and
Stock Doves were set. An Arabic-styled Dove Cote
was build next to FWFF farm.

“The Great Return” exhibition for the first time
made possible to connect wildlife conservation,
science and art at an amazing event took place at
the Rectory’s building of Sofia University. It was
designed prior to the “First National Conference
on Reintroduction of Conservation- Reliant
Species” and aimed wider publicity. “The Great
Return” contest and exhibition were launched
thanks to the efforts and financial support of
Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski’- Faculty
of Biology, Fund for Wild Flora and Fauna and
Green Balkans. The Conference brought about 35
of the most interesting reintroduction projects
out and showed great potential of Bulgarian
conservationists, NGO and scientists.

M3nokbama ,loansmomo 3aBpbuiaHe”

“Great return” exhibition



WNHdopMayuoHeH ueHmbp B ceno PakumHa

The Info Center in the village of Rakitna

NHdopMauuoHeH ueHmbp B8 ceno PakumHa nocpewa
20cmume Ha paloHa ¢ u3nokba u obpa3oBameAHu
MamepuaAu 33 Npupogo3awumHume  geliHocmuU.
Cenomo Beye npuBauya 2pynu mypucmu om bBwazapus
u yykbuHa, kamo npegaaza 3a 3akynyBaHe MecmHu
npogykmu u cyBeHupu, pa3xogka c koH, domozpadupaHe
U HabalogeHue Ha nmuuu u gpyau >kuBomHu. B ce3oHa
3a padmuHz cnopmoBeme Moxkeme ga Bugume Hawama
kona go peka Cmpyma, kbgemo ga HabalogaBame
Aewosigu € burokAau u 3pumeAaHa mpwbba, a Hue we
Bu pazkakem uHmMepecHu ucmopuu 3a KuBoma Ha
KpecHeHckus npoAoM...

Kypc 3a domozpadupaHe Ha npupogama

Wildlife photography course

lpe3eHmupaHe npeg y4eHuuu

Lecturing students

Our team has furnished an Infa Center in the village
of Rakitna. There were produced 18 types of information
and education post cards, T-shirts, bags, brochures,
posters and a book to be sold or distributed for free
inside. The village had hosted already thousands of
tourists. This way we have demonstrated to local
community our wish to settle a part of our NGO in the
area and to prove them our longterm intentions to work
and support economical development of the region. A
vehicle was equipped as a Mabile Information Center to
introduce a large amount of tourists, have come to do
rafting on Struma River, with local biodiversity. Once
here you will have a chance to observe birds with optic
and being informed about the project...

Ekomypucmume nognomazam MecmHama ukoHomuka

Wildlife tourists boost local economy



Where is Kresna Gorge located on the Europe map?



KpecHeHckus nponoM / Kresna Gorge

Benornasute newosagu / Griffon vultures

Newosiante B MupwuH / Vultures in Pirin mountain

Ermnetckun newosp / Egyptian vulture

10

YepeH newosp / Black Vulture

11

EneH nonatap / Fallow deer

12

KoMneHcaumoHHa nporpaMa / The Compensation program

13

Poponckoto kbcoporo roeeao / Rhodopean Short-horn cattle

14

Ob6e3onacsBaHe Ha cTbnbose / Perch discouragers

16

LleHTbp 32 pa3MHOXaBaHe Ha AWBMW XMBOTHYM - ceno PakutHa / Wildlife Center Rakitna

17

,fonsmoro 3aepbliare” / “The Great Return” exhibition

18

NHdopmaumoHeH LeHTsp / Info Center

19




www.lifeforkresnagorge.org
www.fwfFf.org
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